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Installation view of “Bjarne Melgaard: Right Here, Right Now” at Lars Bohman Gallery, Stockholm. Courtesy of Lars Bohman Gallery.

In “Right Here, Right Now,” Bjarne Melgaard’s impressive new
exhibition of paintings and drawings at Lars Bohman Gallery in
Stockholm, the artist courageously maps out and shares his psyche,
conveying an array of mental states, from neurosis to obsession to
disappointment. Alongside these visual works, Melgaard added free-
floating text blurbs directly onto the black gallery walls with white chalk,
scrawled phrases ripe for public consumption. Melgaard incorporates
academic and appropriated terminology, which nods to his interest in

psychotherapy.
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Bjarne Melgaard

Untitled, 2015
Lars Bohman Gallery

As the observer glides from one room to another, it becomes apparent
that these works are not to be considered primarily as solitary pieces, but
instead as visual components of one narrative, which reflects the artist’s
mental landscape. Upon entering the show, the first room holds what
might be considered the roughest works, colorful drawings on translucent
plastic. The second room displays framed works sketched in colored
chalk, while the last and largest room displays a series of large-scale oil
paintings. None of the works have formal titles, which supports the idea
that all works should be interpreted as parts of one larger composition.
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Many of these works incorporate phrases or relay fragmented dialogue
(for example, “You will be the same” or “It’s just so painful”), among the
featured characters, which are oftentimes strange, globular humans or, in
contrast, cuddly, cartoonish animals. Melgaard’s characters share a tragic
quality; while they may seem adorable upon first glance, they also appear
to be disturbed, caught in a brutal maelstrom of existentialism, which
transforms their childlike demeanor into a sense of desperation or

helplessness.
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Installation view of “Bjarne Melgaard: Right Here, Right Now” at Lars Bohman Gallery, Stockholm. Courtesy of Lars Bohman Gallery.

While part of a critic’s responsibility is to attempt to remain objective
about what one views, it has proven to be a difficult task in this case.
Melgaard has a talent for dissolving pretense or unveiling emotion in his
works. One may discover that their own life, on some level, mirrors that
of the characters portrayed in the exhibition; it is easy to sympathize with
Melgaard’s universal themes of uncertainty, solitude, and even despair.
The artist’s rebellious nature and anxious energy reveals itself through his
deliberate combination of exaggerated scale, vivid color scheme, and
intensely personal topics (love, loss, and escape, for example). He also
engages in intellectual ideologies; his works bring to mind Guy Debord
and Michéle Bernstein’s Situationist Movement, Freudian theory,
Melanie Klein’s object relations theory, as well as philosophical tenets
derived from Nietzsche.
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Melgaard’s current exhibition is fierce and relays to those who are paying
attention that we are in the presence of exceptional, uncompromising
creativity. In short, “Right Here, Right Now” reminds us that art still
originates from human beings who have layered inner lives that cannot be
seen or understood with ease.

—TJacquelyn Davis

“Bjarne Melgaard: Right Here, Right Now” is on view at Lars Bohman
Gallery, Stockholm, Jan. 21-Mar. 5, 2016.

Follow Lars Bohman Gallery on Artsy.

SHARE THIS ARTICLE

WHAT TO READ NEXT

We Just Missed the Biggest

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm Sidab5av7


https://www.artsy.net/show/lars-bohman-gallery-bjarne-melgaard-right-here-right-now
https://www.artsy.net/lars-bohman-gallery
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm&text=Bjarne%20Melgaard%20Shows%20Fierce%20New%20Work%20in%20Stockholm%20&url=https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm&via=artsy
mailto:?subject=Bjarne%20Melgaard%20Shows%20Fierce%20New%20Work%20in%20Stockholm%20&body=Check%20out%20Bjarne%20Melgaard%20Shows%20Fierce%20New%20Work%20in%20Stockholm%20%20on%20Artsy:%20https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-we-just-missed-the-biggest-opportunity-for-increasing-art-market-transparency-in-100-years
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-we-just-missed-the-biggest-opportunity-for-increasing-art-market-transparency-in-100-years
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/bjarne-melgaard-untitled-120
https://www.artsy.net/artist/bjarne-melgaard
https://www.artsy.net/lars-bohman-gallery
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/bjarne-melgaard-untitled-119
https://www.artsy.net/artist/bjarne-melgaard
https://www.artsy.net/lars-bohman-gallery

Bjarne Melgaard Shows Fierce New Work in Stockholm

Opportunity for Increasing
Art Market Transparency
in 100 Years

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY LEILA AMINEDDOLEH

Designers Are Using
Science to Adapt to
Changing Climates—and
Other Trends from the
Cooper Hewitt Triennial

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY ARIELA GITTLEN

Salad for President: One
Artist’s Bid to Inspire
Creativity through Salad

ARTSY EDITORIAL

The L.A. Artist-Run
Galleries You Need to
Know

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY CASEY LESSER AND ALEXXA GOTTHARDT

London Auctions Confirm
a Cooling Art Market—
and the 9 Other Biggest
Art News Stories This
Week

ARTSY EDITORIAL

These Museums Will Let
You Go behind the Scenes
to Explore Their Brimming
Storage Facilities

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY KAREN KEDMEY

Rare Photos of Martha

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm

2016-02-16 14:17

Sida 6 av7


https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/leila-amineddoleh
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-we-just-missed-the-biggest-opportunity-for-increasing-art-market-transparency-in-100-years
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-we-just-missed-the-biggest-opportunity-for-increasing-art-market-transparency-in-100-years
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/ariela-gittlen-1
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-cutting-edge-designers-are-using-science-to-adapt-to-climate-change
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-cutting-edge-designers-are-using-science-to-adapt-to-climate-change
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-salad-for-president-one-artist-s-bid-to-inspire-creativity-through-salad
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-salad-for-president-one-artist-s-bid-to-inspire-creativity-through-salad
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/casey-lesser
https://www.artsy.net/AlexxaGotthardt
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-the-l-a-artist-run-galleries-you-need-to-know
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-the-l-a-artist-run-galleries-you-need-to-know
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-auctions-at-sotheby-s-phillips-and-christie-s-hold-show-a-cooling-art-market-and-the-9-other-biggest-stories-in-art-this-week
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-auctions-at-sotheby-s-phillips-and-christie-s-hold-show-a-cooling-art-market-and-the-9-other-biggest-stories-in-art-this-week
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/karenkedmey
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-new-york-museums-open-their-storage-to-the-public-putting-their-vast-collections-on-display
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-new-york-museums-open-their-storage-to-the-public-putting-their-vast-collections-on-display
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-rare-photos-of-martha-graham-reveal-the-unique-legacy-of-the-world-s-most-famous-modern-dancer
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-rare-photos-of-martha-graham-reveal-the-unique-legacy-of-the-world-s-most-famous-modern-dancer

Bjarne Melgaard Shows Fierce New Work in Stockholm

Want help collecting on Artsy? COLLECTING

Contact an Artsy specialist Collecting on Artsy

llecting R
General questions & feedback? Collecting Resources

About Artsy Auctions
Contact Artsy

Send us feedback

© 2016 Artsy Terms of Use Privacy Policy ~Security

2016-02-16 14:17

Graham Reveal the Unique
Legacy of the World’s Most
Famous Modern Dancer

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY MARINA CASHDAN

How 10 Artists Recovered
from Having Their Life’s
Work Go Up in Flames

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY IAN EPSTEIN

Brazil’s Art Market and
Museums Are in Full-

Fledged Crisis

ARTSY EDITORIAL

Art Rotterdam Director
Fons Hof on Why He
Thinks Rotterdam Could
Be the Next Berlin

ARTSY EDITORIAL
BY IAN EPSTEIN

EDUCATION ABOUT ARTSY PARTNERING & PRESS
Education About Artsy for Galleries
The Art Genome Pr...  Jobs Artsy for Institutions

Open Source Artsy for Auctions
Galleries A-Z

Museums A-Z.

Press

yHA

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm

Sida7av7


https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm#
https://www.artsy.net/contact
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-bjarne-melgaard-shows-fierce-new-work-in-stockholm#
https://www.artsy.net/about/collecting
https://www.artsy.net/feature/collect-with-artsy
https://www.artsy.net/auction-info
https://www.artsy.net/artsy-education
https://www.artsy.net/about/the-art-genome-project
https://www.artsy.net/about
https://www.artsy.net/about/jobs
http://artsy.github.com/open-source/
https://www.artsy.net/galleries
https://www.artsy.net/institutions
https://www.artsy.net/gallery-partnerships
https://www.artsy.net/institution-partnerships
https://www.artsy.net/auction-partnerships
https://www.artsy.net/about/press
https://www.artsy.net/
https://www.artsy.net/terms
https://www.artsy.net/privacy
https://www.artsy.net/security
http://twitter.com/artsy
http://www.facebook.com/artsy
http://artsy.tumblr.com/
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/marinakcashdan
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-rare-photos-of-martha-graham-reveal-the-unique-legacy-of-the-world-s-most-famous-modern-dancer
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-rare-photos-of-martha-graham-reveal-the-unique-legacy-of-the-world-s-most-famous-modern-dancer
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/ian_epstein
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-how-10-artists-recovered-from-having-their-life-s-work-go-up-in-flames
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-how-10-artists-recovered-from-having-their-life-s-work-go-up-in-flames
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-brazil-s-art-market-and-museums-are-in-full-fledged-crisis
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-brazil-s-art-market-and-museums-are-in-full-fledged-crisis
https://www.artsy.net/editorial
https://www.artsy.net/ian_epstein
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-art-rotterdam-director-fons-hof-on-why-he-thinks-rotterdam-could-be-the-next-berlin
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-art-rotterdam-director-fons-hof-on-why-he-thinks-rotterdam-could-be-the-next-berlin

