Tom Morton on Xavier Veilhan's Le Projet Hyperrédliste

Back to reality

Photorealism, indeed! One can almost hear
Clement Greenberg mumbling in his sleep: “All
profoundly original art looks ugly at first ... but
there is ugly and there is ugly!” ... Leo Steinberg
awakes with a start in the dark of night: "Applaud
the destruction of values we still cherish! But
surely — not this!" And Harold Rosenberg has a
dream in which the chairman of the Museum
board of directors says: “Modernism is finished!
Call the cops!”

Tom Wolfe, The Painted Word (1975)
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How easily we forget. How easily a prob-
lem (an argument, say. or an ideology or a
work of art) becomes, one day, suddenly
no problem at all. How easily the cops are
called off. How easily their crime reports
are blurred by colfee spills and doughnut
grease. How easily we forget.

Showm as part of the 2003-4 Ujon Bien
nale, Xavier Veilhan's Le Projet Hyperréal-
iste (The Hyperrealist Project, 2003) is, like
the back of a sofa or a pitch-black oubli-
ette, a place where hali-forgotten objects
lead strange hali-lives. A large free-stand-
ing pavilion, it resembles, from the outside
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Five Photorealist paintings belonging to the
Neumann Family Collection {Robert Bech-
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Club, 1974; Ralph Goings' Blue GMC, 1969; \ :
and Richard McClean's Dialitz, 1971) are
embedded, backs outward, in its black
vinyl and blond wood fagade. As with most
things normally hidden from view, these
paintings’ versos are revealing: canvas

with illusion, but it br

nal rule: it shows

FRIEZE mai 2004



FRIEZE mai 2004



FRIEZE mai 2004



