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LLY2 mmbmnamwmmummmm 12 x 120, Courtesy Gas Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

Yorrhooowwslymdoapcnmolmmmmwmmvm‘lbkm s vision or Nsmnmlov
the pitfails of the modem (art) world. On the contrary, tha growing he Vi
mummmpmmgm:mmmmmm aﬂkmdolwar.mgdovmhs heheeps
refining his voice mmmmmmmmamymnmuy
for solo shows in New York, Phi and Los A

book p
srllmndswrmmmmmawcwwmmgmndﬁispeaswmnwo&rwﬂehnmmboxphnm
he is also one of the most beloved and respected artists of his generation.
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After you moved to New York City in the early ninees, you started working at the Pentagram studio under Michael
Bmul Explsnhawya:hmelmwpedshmyo\rwwmdwhyywm.mmgom such a young age.

RM: Upon MInmodloNcmeWksdalPanwamIwasmﬂyaﬁ!huolorabmﬂ&nmhsmﬂm
under Mr, Bierut was an incredible experience for me at such a age, especially after having studied his work in school.
mmmmm.lmmmmmmw approach to design. He was always able to put

- lutions into plain and simple terms for the client. I've always considered myself more blue-collai in

myworkwic.l w:th‘ssovMN lmaz;dnmmmhadaib‘am-mbw no bulishit in what

does. While | was al , however, painting, parti group shows, posters, fyers,
wwwwmmw kind of work, | feft more of a connection to culture and my generation as
opposed to the corporate work | was doing at Pentag-am (Delta Aifines, Disney, museums, etc.) Ultimately, my night and
weekend projects took over.

GS: During that time, and your Initial years in New York, who were some of the artists and/or thinkers who influenced asd
inspired you and why? Aside from Michae! Bienut, of course.

HM: Wall, whiéd | ! Moved 1o New YOrK, | was raading a kot of Bauansarg, Foucault, and Wit tein as a sort of cany-
over or extension from Carnegle Mellon [where Ryan received his formal education) where Post was already
taught as a part of history. The work | was making mimicked a lot of 80s art, but with more of a concam for ‘design’
, atc.). lmnﬂ“dofw\opeophormaxmmmlrmlmlm 1 was more inspired to react against all
bomgworklwasm There wasn't a sense of fun or humor bei in art that | can remember. However, later,
nl%&lbdlcvailwaslsawbmmu&stsmal, nﬂay]andlm impressed and Inspired. | had
motmy!nlsoloanomupmm.wmm was!rymglocmm-alun e atmosphere. But when | saw
irst doing what | was trying to do, but 100 times betl er, | just felt defeated, and that's when I'm usually most inspired.

GS: Your 1999 book Ik i that i behind your design and artistic
mmtomm m&mmmnommmmmmwns up as your work keeps

3

A5 1N 120

RMwaookwasmm!;ywsnwmmm 1'va been ing on the fi dREDUX,
which shouki come out this fall or naxt spring. flatnessisgod is mxed«w confusing and oblique book. =DUX
Mbemnmmwlmwbookim.mdlvommys books. Books are a way for me to help me

myself and compartmentalize my past. Through gbooks.lamablalomamymmmm with select memories
not unlike the way most people keep photo albums or create So, for me, god was really a scrapbook
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that helped me close a chapter of my life up to that point. Unfortunately, hmmwty the books | create and share with
poophn!waysmﬂeclwhmlmtndnotmﬂmaunypunc moment.

@mmsmmmm ancmaloguosam
essay in A wovk:hlus'ha
melomdamnolhlsm.' Doyouaommh!hanﬂmoum

RMlocmal wouldn't use the word, as that ﬂegdmo(pmec!edimagwylmmuw
10 that strat bulvem-nysb.enmmhwmnpm that ara craated to balong
m.nlfvslmadmmgmuuﬂcded'm Iwulnunsl n from that cii>

ment

logos in work. In that context, a recent
uwld«!tot"\mwmbnmwingm

We ve at a point in culture where this kind of shape-shifting plastic imagery s par for the course.
GS: A few years designed a series of boards for S that p y & d Pantone color samples,
Howadyouhm.?:atlobmmmmmmbehmdsud-auhnplo.eﬂectmanduwommondeabgn?

Supreme, contacted me about doing some boards. The Color Formula Guide concep!
wuwoimt%oid‘:slsubmmodtohmmmmoMAammluMMsdmmmmw decided
Guide concept. | use Pantone books and paint swatches all the time, and they're always around

in the studio. So, | it was only a matter of time before they showed up in the work. Actually, as | remember, the
were going to be more like paint sample swatches that you get from the hardware store. They must hava

eventually the Pantone-style swatches.

paintings,

O Gl * Wi ke Crvarg. 2002, brstiaion view. Coueny Defich Promems, NrC. '
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v

and |

grity of the are ly linked to

work is where the
the ideas behind

GS: Earlier this year, you curated a show called ‘Sponsorship’ at the BLK/MRKT
G:ﬁevylanAngda Phauunﬂyummmm:wwtwmemn
Is trying to
RM: In the Fall of 2001, Tony Arcabascio of Alife told me abaut his concept for an
empty retail space. mmmmllosuwmcummmnomm

e for nose pani et pac s fovs

tems for ¢ that to lhewmosagu
disouy.‘l'nisp-y-lomy operate on a scale. Lame corporations would
pay more to display their advertising mmmmm;nywin
MMWWMMMMMWM ent
would be curated, not open to just anyone and everyone. Cansequently, the pubic
would come to trust that this space was thoapot mollnnou\aboumohles'
new music, restaurants, clothes, etc. The space become a brand itself,
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