PREVIEWS

From left: Alex Katz, 10:30 am, 2006, oil on linen, 12' x 16'. Catherine Opie, Mary, 2012, ink-jet print, 50 x 38%".
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“ALEX KATZ: THIS IS NOW”
HIGH MUSEUM OF ART - June 21—
Sept. 6 + Curated by Michael Rooks
In his ninth decade, Alex Katz has been
the subject of numerous retrospectives,
but, as this show’s subtitle asserts, retro-
spection need not obviate contempora-
neity. At the High, more than forty works
created between 1954 (the year of Katz’s
first public outing) and 2013 will draw
our attention to the increasingly forth-
right place of landscape in his practice:
What once served as background for his
smoothly rendered figures had become a
prepossessing subject in its own right by
the 1980s. “This Is Now” highlights this
shift. By bringing together fifteen large-
scale landscapes of moonlit skies, pools
of water, banks of snow, and dense fir
groves, the exhibition promises a propi-
tious opportunity to reconsider the attri-
bution of realism to works that verge
on abstraction despite—indeed, because
of—imagery calibrated into expanses of
pure color at environmental scale.
—Suzanne Hudson
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