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For Argentina-born artist Vicroria Gioman, a handbag is mare than just a
fashion staterment. The accessory is an archagodogical specimen worthy of

meticudous reproducthon in her sstonishingly lifelike paintings.

=1"m attracted to vintage purses and jewelry,” the 35-vearold artisz

explains, *hecanse they are artifacts laden with personal

work will be o display at next month's Art Basel Miami Beach, with the
Dhavid Nolan Gallery, and in a solo exhibit at the Lis Vegas Art Museam
opening February 2,

Her formal training in painting and art history at Yale and Florida
Ineernational University has given her a dualistic appaoach 1o her subject
matter: equal parts fine artist and cultural hstorian. Her current work
foeuses on the intrcare rechnical and formal qualities—the shape,

codor, rexture and beadwork—of the vintage bags, while

history, social significance and aestheric values.™ simultancoudy offering a commentary on restrictive notions
She finds her subjects on frequent sojourns to fea markets | e aee of fermininity and traditional gender roles.

and antigue stores in and around Miami, wisere she Fives and Fab, 2-April 27 maqﬁﬂriﬂu_ﬂiﬂ;mﬁﬂﬂbinn@mmm

works. Her process i pabnstaking: She paints each purse bead Las Vagas Art Museum in the permanent collections of MoMA and the Whimey Museum

by bead—withour a magnifying gles—ansd covers “only a few 600 West Sabara Avanue dmmm:«wmmmwmm

sqquare centimeters a day.™ The resulting works are smaller Loz Vgt Museum of Art, Gitman is riding the contemporary art wave.

than a standard sheer of paper and as breathrakingly detailed 782,360, 8000 ﬁndﬂlﬂ:’!amufhﬂpandvﬂckﬁnﬂhwtﬂufh

a4 a high-definition photograph. P — 1 works: Gitman often conccals a seli-portralt in the rellection
“Specificity is very impostant tome,” svs Gitman, whose of a single bead or metallic clasp. —NICK AXELROD




