PINK AND PERFECT

N ONE COULLY COMPLAIN THAT SUHASIND KEJRIWALS 5000 SHOW OF CANVASES AND SCULPTURES, AN
Adverfisement for Hegren or Helf al Chemaould Prescott Road, Mumbai, from 149th Febroany oo 14th March didn't present
pretty pink things - each one leed with just enougzh of the sinister 1o keep us entertained.

O view were large mixed media canvases, whene curding green fronds, pink flowers and fuchsia-boed fruit were
rifie with creepy-crawlies like cockroaches, furmv-legeed black spiders and tiny (oh-so-cute) mice. The paintings hung
in a happy limbo between 19t century illustrations of flom and fauna, French " Primitive” artist Henri Roussean’s flat,
dense paintings of exotic jungles and illustmtions such as Quentin Blake's accompaniments to Roald Dahl's dark and
delicious tales for children.

Suhasini Rejriwal, (nfifld, Fbreghes, metal, Plant and animeal Life got tneled up with buman Body parts in both paintings and sculptures. Inoone Eabitfed cams,

wood and acrlic. 2008, mingarire crimson kidnevs dangled ke chermes in the midst of topical froie A fbreglass construction showed a gt pink
brn emergimg from a bed of spiky green leaves, like an icky fruit Another sculpture consisted of 2 wig of black hair its
corkscrew curls reminiscent of tangled weeds.

Caleuriz-based Kejriwal was educated at the Parsons School of Design, New York, and her backpnound in design was evident here. Apparently @ result of Kejriwal's
nostalgia for Calourta’s oraft tradition when she was away from home, the overcrowded imagery of the paintings was inspired by the detailing found in embroidery or
Mehendi deawangs, Yo, if e ‘surreal things were meant o mvestigare the relagonship between art and ol or explore the exoticisation of the body in contemporiry
socicty, they didn't, Nor wiere they onginal - docsn't Mithu Sen do a better job of bedecking velver models of human ongans with sequins in ber sculplunes?

But who expects ant w plumb the contradictory depths of humn mature avway? AL 2 point where Tokvo-based Takashi Murakami's Kawail fpurines and 55,
Harsha's designer tics for Hermes e bemng apphinded., it sowvds old maiddash to bemoan Ax Advertsenen's supeticiality. ZEHRA JUMABHOY

searw Brtindizmao.com,  The Art Mews Magezine of India 28




