at Nature Morte Ga.llery,
“Reading Man”, marks a
decisive shift from his complex
video installations, brightly
coloured acrylics overlapped on
videos and hand-coloured films.
Here, the Delhi-based artist
marvellously brings together
elements of painting and sculp-
ture. “It is almost theatrical, like
astage where a set of events
could happen. Here the paint-
ings have a physical presence,”
says the 50-something Kaleka.
‘What stays is the fantastic,
dreamlike quality of the works,
inviting the viewer to enter the
metaphysical space and the “cal-
endar colours” which carry an
emotional charm. You have to
almost adjust your body to look
at the three aluminum-wire fig-
~ ures that make up the mammoth
main piece Reading Man. While
asplit aluminum suit is hung
next to a naked man carrying a
javelin as if for a hunt, in the cor-

ner, a clock ticks away, marking
thepamofumg.m:nu_iﬂ-’ '
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viewer on another level. “It’s not
linear, it is many things at the
same time,” says Kaleka.
Meanwhile, the wart-faced,
bearded man with a peculiar turn
of the nose in the Itinerant Librar-
ian’s Dilemma of Choice and Re-
fusal seems to roll his beard ever
soslightly and blink. The work,

acrylic and oil on canvas, is based ;

me toshavemybeard 'Ihcqu
shows one’s identity is in dan- a bustlin,
ger,” says Kaleka, who earlierdi- erable i
vided hlsnmebetweenl.undpn S '
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