Phantom Lady or Kismet,1996-98

N. Rajyalakshmi, Chief Reporter of Ideal Times, interviews artist Pushpamala N

NR: Miss Pushpamala, for the last few years you have been getting photographs taken of yourself and exhibiting
them. Are you a narcissist?

PN: No, I am a humourist! (laughs). Bhupen Khakhar in an early 1972 catalogue had photographs of himself
posing as james Bond, Mr. Universe, and a Man with a Headache - it was delightful! In fact It was turning artistic
narcissism on its head! | always felt it was a lost moment in Indian art because nobody really followed it up...

NR: But Madam, what Is the purpose of this?

PN: The first work in which | performed, 'Phantom Lady or Kismet' was a photo- romance set in Bombay, about a
Masked Adventurer and her search for her lost twin sister separated in childhood, who has now become a part of
the underground mafia. It was shot like a thriller using real locations, with typical scenes and characters. Bombay
has a place in the Indian imagination as the Great Modern Metropolis - a place of great opportunities and freedom
but also of decadence and cruelty. It was a homage to the city as a centre of theatre and film, as the producer of
modern fantasies. When | become the protagonist, | put myself into various kinds of narratives: one of them is my
own story...
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