
The Sculls’ Warhols, Jasper Johns and Rauschenbergs All Together Again - BlackBook

http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/the-sculls-warhols-jasper-johns-and-rauschenbergs-all-together-again/17883[4/19/2010 10:43:45 AM]

Subscribe: Magazine | Insider   Buy the Guides   Mobile  | Facebook | Myspace | Twitter | Tumblr | YouTube You are not logged in | Log In | Sign Up

BlackBook Guides

RESTAURANTS | New
BARS & CLUBS | New
SHOPPING | New
HOTELS | New

Latest Fashion Picks

CHARVET Knit Silk Ties
L.A.M.B SIGNATURE
MELBOURNE

more...

City: New York

AG Adriano Goldschmied
111 Greene St.
Receive 20% off your purchase. Present…

The Bourgeois Pig
122 E. 7th St.
Half-off bottles of wine on Mondays.…

Intermix
1003 Madison Ave.
Receive a $50 discount with any purchase…

Edward's
136 W. Broadway
Half-priced wine on Wednesdays.

Inven.tory
237 Lafayette St.
20% Off Any Purchase. Must Present this…

View All Perks

43-45 East 19th Street
TRIBECA LOFT CONDO. More details

Go

ARTICLES LISTINGS

Current City: New York Other Cities: Los Angeles | Miami  | Las Vegas | San Francisco | Chicago | Washington DC | London  | Paris | The Hamptons | All Cities...

By Sarah Fones April 13, 2010

retweet

3
tweets

The Sculls’ Warhols, Jasper Johns and
Rauschenbergs All Together Again

In 1973 taxi magnate Robert Scull and his socialite wife, Ethel, auctioned off 50 pieces

from what was then considered one of the most enviable modern art collections in the

country. The Sculls--aka "Bob and Spike" to anyone who's read Tom Wolfe's titular

essay from The Pump House Gang--divorced soon thereafter an estimated $2.2 million

richer, ultimately selling off the remainder of the Oldenburgs, Rosenquists and

Rauschenbergs to private collectors and public institutions in 1986. Starting today, 44 of

those works from 23 of the last century's most prominent artists will be on view at New

York's Acquavella Galleries through May 27.

 

http://www.blackbookmag.com/subscribe/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/newsletters/
http://www.yoox.com/searchresult.asp/dept/blackbook/release8/on/tskay/3FD17CD7/TP/15472/ipp/10/gender/D
http://www.blackbookmag.com/mobile/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/BlackBook-Magazine/9083148442?ref=s
http://www.myspace.com/blackbookmedia
http://twitter.com/BlackBook_Media
http://bbook.tumblr.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/blackbookmedia
http://www.blackbookmag.com/member/login/L2FydGljbGUvdGhlLXNjdWxscy13YXJob2xzLWphc3Blci1qb2hucy1hbmQtcmF1c2NoZW5iZXJncy1hbGwtdG9nZXRoZXItYWdhaW4vMTc4ODM
http://www.blackbookmag.com/member/register/L2FydGljbGUvdGhlLXNjdWxscy13YXJob2xzLWphc3Blci1qb2hucy1hbmQtcmF1c2NoZW5iZXJncy1hbGwtdG9nZXRoZXItYWdhaW4vMTc4ODM
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york/restaurants/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/restaurants/find/new_york/opened
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york/bars_clubs/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/nightlife/find/new_york/opened
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york/shopping/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/shopping/find/new_york/opened
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york/hotels/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/travel/find/new_york/opened
http://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/MZStore.woa/wa/viewSoftware?id=285039578&mt=8
http://www.blackbookmag.com/fashion/editors-picks-fashion/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/charvet-knit-silk-ties/17981
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/lamb-signature-melbourne/17975
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/lamb-signature-melbourne/17975
http://www.blackbookmag.com/fashion/editors-picks-fashion/

http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/ag-adriano-goldschmied
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-bourgeois-pig
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/intermix-upper-east-side
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/edwards
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/inventory-soho

http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/ag-adriano-goldschmied
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-bourgeois-pig
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/intermix-upper-east-side
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/edwards
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/inventory-soho
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york/a/access-perks
http://www.corcoran.com/property/listing.aspx?Region=NYC&ListingID=1813375
http://www.corcoran.com/property/listing.aspx?Region=NYC&ListingID=1813375

http://www.blackbookmag.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3981/0/0/%2a/o;214023754;6-0;0;30945634;4-234/60;31088590/31106466/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.blackbookmag.com/subscribe/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/new_york
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/los_angeles
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/miami
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/las_vegas
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/san_francisco
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/chicago
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/washington_dc
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/london
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/paris
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/hamptons
http://www.blackbookmag.com/tags/tag/Sarah+Fones
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
http://tweetmeme.com/story/909615005/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/909615005/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/909615005/
http://www.acquavellagalleries.com/exhibitions/2010-04-13_robert-and-ethel-scull-portrait-of-a-collection/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/nightlife/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/restaurants/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/fashion/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/travel/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/shopping/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/pop-culture/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/people/
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/c/toplists
http://www.blackbookmag.com/member/


The Sculls’ Warhols, Jasper Johns and Rauschenbergs All Together Again - BlackBook

http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/the-sculls-warhols-jasper-johns-and-rauschenbergs-all-together-again/17883[4/19/2010 10:43:45 AM]

New York: Top 10 Hotels
& Restaurants for
Pampering Pets

The New Leaf Café
1 Margaret Corbin Dr.
If your pet's tired of fast-paced citylife,…

The Muse
130 W. 46th St.
Meet Ginger (above), Director of Pet…

Tribeca Grand Hotel
2 Sixth Ave.
Along with sister Soho Grand, the Tribeca…

The Carlyle
35 E. 76th St.
If you’re a little less enthusiastic…

The Park
118 Tenth Ave.
For pets who enjoy a scenic meal, The…

View Full Toplist

Rivera and Juliet

DJ Jus Ske Shapes the Music of the Club Age

For NYC’s Most Talented DJs, It’s Always 4AM

READ MORE...

Zac Posen Pops Up & Uniqlo’s Latest Collab

The Flare Is Back

Marc Jacobs’ Next Move: Books

READ MORE...

The couple’s appetite for art was voracious, and in a relatively short span of time they

managed to gobble up a sizable chunk of iconic works, many of which are now

considered masterpieces. After sating their craving for Abstract Expressionism (Willem

de Kooning, Barnett Newman, Mark Rothko) they moved on to Pop Art, acquiring

James Rosenquist’s “F-111,” Jasper Johns’ “Map,” and commissioning Andy Warhol’s

first portrait, “Ethel 36 Times.” Another Warhol painting from the collection, “200 One

Dollar Bills” sold last November for a record $43.8 million, having initially fetched

$385,000 at auction in 1986.

The Scull collection indeed appreciated exponentially over time, a testament to both its

owners’ taste and prescience. In fact, the early ‘70s sale may have kickstarted the art

market as we know it today, catalyzing the occasionally peculiar, often persistent desire

for trendy works potential collectors neither know they want or need. According to

Scull’s son, James, however, his father’s motivations were not simply those of a savvy,

greed-driven businessman, but of a frustrated onetime painter himself, happy (and

http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/c/toplists/new-york-top-10-hotels-and-restaurants-for-pampering-pets
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/c/toplists/new-york-top-10-hotels-and-restaurants-for-pampering-pets
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/c/toplists/new-york-top-10-hotels-and-restaurants-for-pampering-pets
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-new-leaf-cafe
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-muse
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/tribeca-grand-hotel
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-carlyle
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-park
http://www.corcoran.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3981/0/0/%2a/l;221249468;0-0;1;30945634;31-1/1;34957484/34975314/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.corcoran.com
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-new-leaf-cafe
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-muse
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/tribeca-grand-hotel
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-carlyle
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/details/the-park
http://www.blackbookmag.com/guides/c/toplists/new-york-top-10-hotels-and-restaurants-for-pampering-pets
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/riviera-and-juliet/17969
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/dj-jus-ske-shapes-the-music-of-the-club-age/17935
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/for-nycs-most-talented-djs-its-always-4am/17915
http://www.blackbookmag.com/nightlife/good-night-mr-lewis
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/zac-posen-pops-up-uniqlos-latest-collab/17983
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/the-flare-is-back/17951
http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/marc-jacobs-next-move-books/17941
http://www.blackbookmag.com/fashion/fashioneer
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/10/arts/design/10scull.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/10/arts/design/10scull.html


The Sculls’ Warhols, Jasper Johns and Rauschenbergs All Together Again - BlackBook

http://www.blackbookmag.com/article/the-sculls-warhols-jasper-johns-and-rauschenbergs-all-together-again/17883[4/19/2010 10:43:45 AM]

Email Print Tags: Pop Culture,  Art,  Sarah Fones ,  The Sculls,  Jasper
Johns ,  Warhol

able) to help out then-struggling artists like John Chamberlain and James Rosenquist.

Regardless of Scull’s original intent, perceived or otherwise, the collection at Acquavella

Galleries is irrefutably a formidable one whose cultural value is, in a word, priceless.

 

Robert & Ethel Scull: Portrait of a Collection, April 13 - May 27, 2010, Acquavella

Galleries, 18 E. 79th St., NY, NY. www.acquavellagalleries.com.
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