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CURRENT EXHIBITION

JAMES ROSENQUIST:
AN EXHIBITION CELEBRATING HIS
80TH BIRTHDAY
August 22 - December 1, 2013

The exhibit ion consists of one painting – Through the Eye of

the Needle to the Anvil, an homage to his mother who was an

early North Dakota aviation pioneer. The painting measures 17

x 46 feet and once installed, wil l  cover the entire wall of the

Museum’s east gallery. Through the Eye of the Needle to the

Anvil is the perfect vehicle to explore the artist’s North Dakota

roots in aviation and celebrate his 80th birthday. 

 

James Rosenquist has always maintained a connection to

North Dakota. He was born in 1933 at the Deaconess Hospital

in Grand Forks to Ruth Hendrickson Rosenquist and Louis

Rosenquist. The two met at the Grand Forks International

Airport and shared a passion for f lying. In his autobiography,

Painting Below Zero, Rosenquist states, “Perhaps because the

land is so flat—there were no mountains to cl imb—in North

Dakota people wanted to go up in the air. My mom and dad

wanted to f ly, and they both became pioneering pilots.” Despite

not having a pilots l icense, Rosenquist’s mother took to the

skies, while James’ earl iest memories involving planes was of

his father lett ing him play in the cockpit of biplanes at the

airport. Continue reading...

 

Rosenquist’s birthday celebration will take place Sunday,

October 20 at 4 pm. Mr. Rosenquist and his wife Mimi

Thompson wil l  be joined by Judith Goldman, curator of the

exhibit ion, and author of many books and catalogs on the

artist. Governor Jack Dalrymple wil l  accompany the Museum by

welcoming James Rosenquist, Mimi Thompson, Judith

Goldman, and honored dignitaries. Please join the Museum to

celebrate the occasion and hear Mr. Rosenquist talk about is

l i fe's work. This is event is free and open to the public. Event

parking is available compliments of the Museum.

 

JAMES ROSENQUIST
THROUGH THE EYE OF THE NEEDLE TO THE ANVIL, 1988,
DETAIL
OIL AND ACRYLIC ON CANVAS, WITH OIL ON A RECESSED
PLYWOOD PANEL
17' H X 46' W
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