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Late Edition
Today, partly cloudy, breezy, high
40. Tonight, mostly cloudy, not as
cold as recent nights, low 33. To-
morrow, mostly cloudy skies, high
43, Weather map is on Page Bl0.
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Basquiat’s Drawings
Reconsidered

Longtime collectors like Her-
bert and Lenore Schorr are luck-
ier than most. In 1981, while visit-
ing the Annina Nosei Gallery,
which was then on Prince Street
in SoHo, the couple met Jean-Mi-
chel Basquiat, fell in love with his
work and bought one of his paint-
ings. That purchase was quickly
followed by others — drawings as
well as canvases — and, over the
years, the Schorrs amassed one
of the most important Basquiat
collections in the country. The
Schorrs also became friends with
the artist, who died of a drug
overdose at 27 in 1988, and occa-
sionally bought a painting or
drawing right out of his Manhat-
tan studio.

“Jean-Michel himself was fas-
cinated that we always gravitat-
ed toward the complex work,”
said Ms. Schorr, who argues that
the drawings are “the key to all
his work.”

While institutions like the Stu-
dio Museum in Harlem and the
Andy Warhol Museum in Pitts-
burgh have shown Basquiats
from the Schorrs’ collection,
there has never been an exhibi-
tion focusing chiefly on the cou-
ple’s works on paper by the art-
ist. Now, however, the Schorrs
are lending 22 of their Basquiat
drawings for a show running
from May 1 through June 13 at
the Acquavella Galleries. Eleanor
Acquavella, one of the gallery’s
directors, said she welcomed the
opportunity because “thereisa
complex side to his drawings that
few people are familiar with.”
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In addition to the 22 drawings,
dense with the artist’s signature
graffiti scrawls, words and im-
ages, the Schorrs will lend two
paintings that incorporate draw-
ing and collage with some of the
same imagery.

Fred Hoffmann, a dealer
turned curator who helped or-
ganize a traveling Basquiat exhi-
bition that opened at the Brook-
Iyn Museum in 2005, is also as-
sembling the Acquavella show.
“About two and a half years ago, 1
realized how Basquiat’s works on
paper had been overlooked and
how important they are,” he said.
“In contrast to most artists, Bas-
quait’s drawings were not a solu-
tion to a problem. They were
complete works unto them-
selves.”

As is often the case these days
with exhibitions at blue chip gal-
leries, nothing at the Acquavella
show will be for sale. “It is strict-
ly educational,” Ms. Schorr said.
“We still own all our paintings
and drawings by the artist.”
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“Portrait of Herb and Lenore,” a 1983 acrylic on paper by
Jean-Michel Basquiat depicting the couple who own it.



