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Its not news that James Rosenquist sees the universe as
a vibrant if somewhat threatening place. He's been
alluding to it since his earliest canvases. So the fact that

his recent works at Acquavella Galleries would be meditations on its immensity is certainly fitting. 

What's unexpected is how personal these outward-looking works are. They were created in response to the 2009
brush fire that destroyed his Florida studio. Yes, they are about the enormity of our shared skies, but they are also
more than that. It is Rosenquist's sky we're looking at, and we're transported through his gaze. He's showing us a
world of fragmented wonder, and chaos, but one that's in no way removed from it's own implications. Still, in spite
of their vastness of topic and temperament, these paintings have the sustaining spiritual core that is their
humanness. They are reverential.

In the Rosenquist cosmos, spinning out of control and connectedness are part of the same continuum. In the
grandest way possible, through the fracturing of our outer spaces, the artist reminds us there's not only a world
outside the gallery walls, its one that exceeds the reach of social commentary, and is far beyond control.

 

 

TAGS: ART, CHAOS, NATURE, PAINTING, POLITICS, SCIENCE, SPACE, SPIRITUALITY,

FACTS: (ACQUAVELLA GALLERIES)

RECOMMENDATIONS

CULTURE REVIEW

F-111
JAMES ROSENQUIST

War Effort.
>>

TV & FILM NEWS

Trailer for Cloud
Atlas is visually
sumptuous
BY DEREK HILL

Doing justice to a
complex novel.
>>

CULTURE REVIEW

Space Program
Mars
TOM SACHS

Fly me to the moon
>>

CULTURE REVIEW

Regarding Warhol:
Sixty Artists, Fifty
Years
ANDY WARHOL

15 minutes is not enough.
>>

MUSIC BOOKS TV&FILM CULTURE

Rineke Dijkstra: A
Retrospective
RINEKE DIJKSTRA
Artful awkwardness at the Guggenheim.
>>

Sharon Hayes: There’s So
Much I Want to Say to You
Act, now.
>>

This American Life
IRA GLASS
An exhilarating and expansive look at
American life.
>>

Ghosts in the Machine at The
New Museum
We, robot.
>>

Like 4 TweetTweet 1

0

 

James Rosenquist: Multiverse You Are, I Am | Culture | CriticalMob http://www.criticalmob.com/culture/review/james_rosenquist_m...

1 of 3 11/2/12 12:13 PM



About Contributors Contact Advertise Privacy Policy Terms of Use

a division of

© Critical Mob Copyright 2012

0 comments

Leave a message...

DiscussionDiscussion CommunityCommunity ##

00 Stars Stars

POPULAR POSTS

Live Review: Lori Field's
Wild Horses and
Wallflowers stirs the

imagination
A world to get lost in....>>

D’Angelo’s Voodoo

James Rosenquist: Multiverse You Are, I Am | Culture | CriticalMob http://www.criticalmob.com/culture/review/james_rosenquist_m...

2 of 3 11/2/12 12:13 PM



James Rosenquist: Multiverse You Are, I Am | Culture | CriticalMob http://www.criticalmob.com/culture/review/james_rosenquist_m...

3 of 3 11/2/12 12:13 PM


