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Rachel Uffner Gallery is pleased to present By Sea, a solo exhibition of new 
work by Curtis Talwst Santiago. This will be Santiago’s second exhibition 
with the gallery.

Born and raised in Edmonton, Canada, Curtis Talwst Santiago explores is-
sues of transculturalism, memory, and ancestry in the contemporary Dias-
poric experience. In By Sea, the artist continues to consider the absence of 
certain narratives and the presence of others in dominant culture, and to 
question the means and production of our historical understanding. Santiago 
draws upon theories of genetic memory and ancestral imagination to reveal, 
open, and show alternate histories and narratives. Following his subcon-
scious, Santiago allows his imagination and intuition to guide him to 
serendipitous moments in both space and time that resonate with ancestral 
vibrations. 

In developing the works in By Sea, Santiago was particularly drawn to the 
representations of an African Knight in everyday life in Renaissance Portu-
gal, such as the Knight depicted in the painting Chafariz d'el Rey, c. 1570-80 
by an unknown painter. Santiago was also inspired by the whimsical tradition
of 17th century Capriccio landscape paintings, where a mixture of real and 
imaginary features share the same fantastical space. In By Sea, the history 
and story of the Black Knight that figured in several Renaissance paintings 
and literary accounts is re-imagined in Santiago’s signature, hand-held diora-
mas and contemporary tableaus of spray paint, oil, charcoal, and pastel on 
canvas. As Santiago blurs recorded past with an imagined ancestral past, he 
creates his own visual history of unknown ancestors and predecessors. San-
tiago's assemblage of a handmade, full suit of armor, full chain mail, and a 
beaded knights helmet become the imagined archeological artifacts for his 
tableau of the life of the black knights depicted in his paintings and drawings.

Curtis Talwst Santiago (b. 1979, Edmonton, Canada) is a former apprentice
of Lawrence Paul Yuxweluptun. Santiago has exhibited internationally in solo
and group shows including at the Studio Museum in Harlem (New York, NY), 
Perez Art Museum (Miami, FL), the Art Gallery of Mississauga (Mississauga, 
Canada), the Art Gallery of Ontario (Toronto, Canada), Cooper Cole 
(Toronoto, Canada), the New Museum (New York, NY), ICA at Virginia Com-
monwealth University (Richmond, VA), Analix Forever (Geneva, Switzer-
land), and the Dakar Bienniale (Senegal, Africa). Following his recent stint as
an artist-in-residence at Pioneer Works (Brooklyn, NY), he participated in a 
residency with Gallery MOMO (Cape Town and Johannesburg, South Africa).
His work is included in the permanent collection of the Studio Museum in 
Harlem (New York, NY). Santiago lives and works in Lisbon, Portugal.

Image: Curtis Talwst Santiago, Red Face Ancestral Vision 1, 2018, spray paint, oil, 
charcoal, pastel, acrylic on canvas, 39 3/4 x 39 1/2 inches (101 x 100.3 cm)

Please call (212) 274-0064 or email info@racheluffnergallery.com for more 
information.

We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, which last year 
invested $153 million to bring the arts to Canadians throughout the country.



Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du Canada de son soutien. L’an dernier, le 
Conseil a investi 153 millions de dollars pour mettre de l’art dans la vie des 
Canadiennes et des Canadiens de tout le pays.


