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It’s an unlikely pairing, at first glance. Stephen McKenna’s pictorial meditations on Classical European civilisation and Siobhan
Hapaska’s spiky, challenging sculptures. Perhaps McKenna'’s pastoral can provide the context, the imaginary landscape, for Hapaska’s
3D constructions. It doesn’t quite work out like that, but it does work out.

On reflection, McKenna is always more inclined to seek out challenging juxtaposition than cosy certainty.There’s a quizzical, analytical
quality to the paintings he shows, works that ask questions of a cultural legacy that blurs from the coolly Classical to heady and dark
Romanticism.

They are well matched with excellent new pieces (above) by Hapaska, substantial sculptural constructions employing natural and
engineered materials. We can read them as visualisations

of the abrasive meeting of culture and nature, control and chaos, but that by no means exhausts the many potential interpretations
they allow — and their tremendous energy.
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