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Urban Toys, Urban Joys
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Nadim Karam with his exhibition Shooting the Cloud, Ayyam Gallery London . Courtesy of the artist and Ayyam Gallery, Photo Susanne
Hakuba.

LONDON - Every artist has a language. Few however have worked out a complete visual vocabulary in the same
way as Nadim Karam, one of the most talented and exciting artists of the Middle East. His solo show opened to a
packed audience at the inauguration of Ayyam Gallery’s Bond St. space on January 24. Shooting the Cloud was yet
another triumph for an artist whose personal popularity rivals the public taste for his art – a unique pictorial
vernacular he likes to call “urban toys.” Replete with recurring symbols, this language has its own characters and
narratives that form an ‘alphabet of dreams.’ At once both witty and tragic, his figures weave stories about
today’s world: military planes and guns are strewn randomly alongside joyful figurines that populate a reflective
dreamscape.
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Art as Instigator of Cultural Integration »
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Installation view, Nadim Karam, Shooting the Cloud, Ayyam Gallery London . Courtesy of the artist and Ayyam Gallery, Photo Susanne
Hakuba.

I met Nadim about eight years ago in Dubai where he was a speaker at one of the first-ever panels on art in that
city. The panel was part of a larger conference on the Arab world where a handful of die-hards like myself stayed
until the very end to hear him speak. It was a decision none of us regretted. As articulate in person as in his iconic
polished-steel sculptures, Nadim transports people into his universe. Always ready with images of his latest
projects and sketches, meeting up with him is a bit like opening a special present: there is bound to be an intake
of breath the minute he shows off a new concept or one of his engaging drawings. For me, the best works remain
his sculptures, although his installations and architectural works, as well as his paintings, carry his trademark
energy, playfulness and whimsy.

Nadim Karam, Flying Elephant. Edition of 8, 2011 . Courtesy of the artist and Ayyam Gallery.

On Thursday night, unprecedented queues of people outside the gallery demonstrated both the quality and draw
of the artist, as well as the strong appetite in London for receiving good quality art from the Middle East. Syrian-
born co-owners and collectors Khaled and Hisham Samawi, whose untiring efforts to bring Middle Eastern art to an
international audience have clearly succeeded, now boast four galleries: Damascus, Dubai, Beirut, London (and
soon Jeddah). Barely tired after the opening, the Samawis hosted 150 people for a most exquisite after-dinner,
where collectors from around the world had come together to celebrate this special occasion. It was a night to
remember!

Nadim's exhibition was also featured on the BBC World Service arts programme The Strand. An interview with the
artist can be heard on the podcast edition of the show here or downloaded from Itunes (26 January episode). The
relevant section is about 35 minutes in, but the entire show also has a fascinating piece on the Jaipur literary
festival.
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