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The first exhibition to grace the newly opened Ayyam Gallery in London is “Shooting the Cloud” by acclaimed Lebanese artist Nadim Karam.
The show comprises a series of new paintings, rich in colour and presenting a playful, almost satirical, perception of love and war.

Karam'’s multi-disciplinary approach incorporates painting, drawing, sculpture and writing. Fusing various cultural influences, Karam’s works transcend social,
political and national borders.

The artists says: “I grew up in Lebanon. | experienced war then, I'm experiencing it even now; it’s all around us in the region.

“Through the work I'm doing here, you can feel in the paintings the absurdity of war and there is this continuity of optimism that we should give to all people
around us.

“It shows also in the glitter that | have used and the fresh colours, to take us beyond what is presented there and to find joy and life.”
Founded in Damascus in 2006, the Ayyam Gallery sought to nurture Syria’s dynamic contemporary art scene.

The decision to open in London reflects the Gallery’s mission to challenge the popular perception of Middle Eastern art and aims at an aesthetic with global
resonance.

The gallery was co-founded by Khaled Samawi, he says: “(The)art and culture coming out of the Middle East is a very good story and that's why people are
interested in it because the Middle East is a great place and what's happening there right now, well it’s violence | think will lead hopefully to a better place that
gets what it deserves, a good life.”

More than 700 people attended the gallery’s first day, a testament to the interest in Middle Eastern art.
Nadim Karam, “Shooting the Cloud” runs until March 9.
More about: Art, London

Copyright © 2013 euronews

LATEST CULTURE NEWS

Austen still nice little
runner 200 years on

Apatow hopes “This is 40”
will emulate the success of
“Knocked up”*

Europe’s young immigrants
last in the job line

1of2 1/31/13 10:25 AM



Ayyam Gallery, London challenges perceptions of Arabic art |... http://www.euronews.com/2013/01/30/ayyam-gallery-london...

J-Lo shows she’s still got in ‘Parker’
TOP STORIES

Greek workers break into labour minister’s office

Greek police arrested up

Israel said to have struck at Syrian to 30 protesters on

convoy near Lebanon...
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Wednesday as clashes
broke out around the

Israel has declined to
comment on reports that its Labour ministry in
army launched an attack in the Athens. Officials said

Syrian border... those detained were

Chancellor Merkel urges Egypt’s Mursi mostly members of the
to pursue... Communist Party and
= g Labour Union who had
forced their way into the
building. Hundreds of

people gathered...

With his country in crisis,
Egypt's President Mohamed
Mursi has visited Germany
eager to convince...

More international news...
Tuareg and other Mali rebels ‘in talks’ South Korea’s first successful rocket

with the French in Kidal launch
French forces say they have entered the northern
Malian town of Kidal after taking over the airport.
There are no signs of Islamists and two...

Brazil police blame cheap fireworks for
nightclub disaster

Fact losion kill in Turk
Giffords tells Congress to act now on actory explosion Kifls seven In Turkey

gun violence Priest arrested for drug smuggling at
The former US congresswoman, critically injured in -~ Moscow airport

a mass shooting two years ago, has told Congress

to be "bold" and "courageous" in tackling gun France halts sales of Diane 35 over
violence. Gabby Giffords' speech comes six safety fears
weeks... 1
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