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BREAKING

BARRIERS

Kuwaiti-Syrian artist Shurooq Amin defies all convention
through her bold work

Text by Tania Bhattacharya

“What is the point of art if it doesn't move you and make
you think? If it isn’t used as a weapon for evolution and
cultural progress?” asks Shurooq Amin.

When I look at her work I'm filled with hope and I
think I'd even like to be one of the rebellious subjects she
portrays so effectively in her art.

Born in Kuwait to a Kuwaiti father and Syrian mother,
Amin has been using art to provoke conversation about life
in the Islamic world, and with great success. Considering
that she has been threatened and bullied in every
perceivable manner for her work, which has sometimes
been labelled pornographic and blasphemous, it is obvious
that Amin has hit a few nerves.

“I'm not afraid of the consequences of what I do and
[ fully understand that there are consequences — possibly
dangerous ones,” says Amin. “I know that people are
resistant to change because it shakes their stability. But
winning the Artist of the Year award at the 2013 Arab
Woman Awards proves there has been a shift in mentality,
and my work helped create that.”

The mother-of-four is a master of many trades. Armed
with a doctorate in creative writing from Warnborough
College in the UK, Amin is a well-known Anglophone poet.
Her volume of poetry, The Hanging of the Wind is part of
the contemporary literature curricula in many regional
universities and she has been published in more than 40
literary journals across the world. If that wasn't enough,
the artist is also trained in ballet, salsa, scuba diving and
interior design with a Feng Shui specialisation. “I'm an
expert at multitasking,” she says modestly.

But art remains her first love. She held her first exhibition
when she was nine years old at the National Council of
Arts in Kuwait. To date, Amin has exhibited in Kuwait City,
Cairo, Beirut, London, Dubai, Sharjah, Istanbul, Stockholm
and New York, receiving critical and mass acclaim for her
Popcornographic series last year.

Above: Artist Shurooq Amin stands with
A Man of No Importance
Opposite: To Kill a Mockingbird
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“After my exhibition /t’s @ Man’s World was censored
in Kuwait in 2012, Popcornographic established me as a
serious artist, not just an infamous one, with more to say,”
says Amin.

Using a combination of acrylic paint, collage and
photography, her art is purely concept-based and always
aims at sending a message. Created after months of
research and conceptualisation, Amin says her work is a
product of “the subconscious, visions and dreams on the
one hand, and sweat, self-doubt and emotional fluctuations
on the other”

She used to be a purist at the beginning, but began to
use acrylics a few years ago. “I think they are more flexible,
allowing for the malleability of contemporary art,” she adds.

Working mainly on canvas and wood, Amin recently
began experimenting with installations, photography and
videos preferring a mixed-media approach.

Dark, and sometimes downright uncomfortable, Amin’s
art makes you question not only the society we live in, but
the layers of institutionalisation buried in layers within us.
Most of her work targets social inertia and apathy and the
state of women in modern society and culture.

Above: A Tale of Two Muslims
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To this end, Amin established The Art Salon that aims
to bring together art and activism locally and globally with
like-minded artists and creative people. She also donates
her paintings for various causes including Jusoor for Syria,
the United Nations, World Food Programme and Eve
Appeal, which supports women with cancer.

“The world influences my work every day. Every time
there is injustice, I don't just complain about it. I try to do
something about it, whether it’s tweeting about child brides,
the ramifications of hypocrisy and subjective censorship in
Arab society or the problems and lack of solutions around
mental health.”

And in everything, her passion for change shines through.

Amin’s latest series, We’ll Build This City on Art and Love,
will debut at the Ayyam Gallery in Dubai in September.
For more information, visit www.shuroogamin.com

ceceecee

angi ] lail> wapig Ao gai wnle pualaall (] i lpllac
lpllocT o Gopb Joa aumlaall pghig il o jgibl aaug alluy)
wlall daillg agallg aps ao pllillg (ngyllg ncglll> ali
agsi gl aldl (e licl «nal dga o awblall Gllailg
plaiwl (na @l lpis) Wlglll lpolaatul (na aslan acj Wl
digjo jiSl» lplgs wwung pill plgel dac Ao cllys Ul ylgll
guolwl J5idy dgpb pa3iuig «plaall gall digyd e el ariig
Jlacll gai ado aily aa il 1] uinllg aubladll olhglll
apio plaiwl dlnas gyuall eblaog olicgigall jgnllg ausyil
aalinall hilwgll g ajoy

aslynllg &)l P goallg diglhgull puii (il cuol Ggpb Jlacl
uiuoi il Glasinall (ng bl le jani sl 8l aacjall
awgpaallg angyaall walclll go Glasly o Iyl G s lgus
aULollllg (nclainlll sgonll lpllocl aboo aapiuig lislacl (ng
Jio ags 51 wlegngog Cunll poinall (e aliall angg
aalaillg ayibuiall

adll ugllo puwl & a5p Gopb Cuuwl @lall oap) ladaig
augiunll (le adleallg gall gon ) waapi (The Art Salon)
Jawllg Il (ngd ucanllg wiliall go (nallallg (alaoll
00 jgu> lin Lladll Go vaall lgibgl el gpii las a5yuiall
@] &mang ollall aaelll aolipg 6aninll aolllg yguw Jal
cludll (o) glbpd! il peal apall ol

Js (nas pgy J5 (s llacl (nle pllall ja)» 1dgph caymig
luis Joal ol Jgbol b wng (nguilly (naiST I albs lgus ady &40
whpldll aliall algj Jga jigi dayei piy glb clgw <y Jln
gl el goinall (8 dcgngall pe @lalg @laill lchig
egub J5 (g «lgl Jgly agag pacg aldaall aanll J5lio
i Gln D paddd ghuy

a0l ae (nisiw» ol Ggpi Jlocl ¢aal padiu painy (o
Jgll (We'll Build This City on Art and Love) «winllg gall (ale
w6 (lle pbl allo (s 8j0

|l decasall ||

Gulf Life | August 2014

(3]
w



(3]

|| THE PROFILE |

» Gulf Life | August 2014

alguall a0y ajlail dpelis Ggpb wajei (Ganiall dalooll (na
(The Hanging of the Wind») «all gub» glgios aijanl il
adhiall (o Gloolll go yaoll (ra yolaall LTl aslio go lejy
il guon o apal dao € ey loge eyl i 269 ayyoll
! ggia wale djao Iyl ailiall gla Lals s g4y pl ulg allol]
g giall (nd poAi go (sl aronillg yuhollg lwllullg
s gall gl U] «plgall 230i (n6 8 Ul» ienlgh Jgai <ll3 ucg
dowlll jac (na il boaic lpojlao Jgl cuoldl ada Jglll Lo
id ol iolal 2dg ughll (ne ggiall (nibgll yulaoll (e
Jadjlidlg . uag wailg Lapelallg cughll gao (a yloo Gl
alaill go Ts Glusiwl cidlig «jgigig plgghging WJguibulg
wwlall plall «elaliegiighugm dlwlu uc jgpanllg
plle ail po alagl calel of 2 1ggpb Jodi «lla ucg
ale 1T ple cughll (na qual (o3l (It's @ Man's World) Jlsl
WAl lgua) sl ailias (aiilho cunwl «elaliegijghug» alulu
lgi] “ing e anaull diw ailis spo gudg lasil go
als (naliegigall panillg gl gag «clibys Ul glglh paxiwg

Above: All Quiet on the Eastern Front.
Opposite: The Kiss
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